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OVERVIEW

THE ACADEMIES@NEW MILFORD HIGH SCHOOL REPRESENT A BOLD DIRECTION FOR
EDUCATION IN THE NEW MILFORD PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT, ONE THAT CONSIDERS
STUDENT INTEREST, NATIONAL NEED AND GLOBAL DEMAND FOR HIGHLY QUALIFIED
GRADUATES CAPABLE OF COMPETING AT THE MOST CHALLENGING LEVELS. THE
ACADEMY OF ARTS & LETTERS, THE STEM ACADEMY AND THE ACADEMY FOR i
GLOBAL LEADERSHIP OFFER CONCENTRATED STUDIES IN WELL-DEFINED, CAREER- Ideas root
FOCUSED AREAS DIRECTLY CONNECTED TO UNIVERSITY MAJORS AND WORKFORCE NEED. [l knowledgeé of others
THE ACADEMIESENMHS CULTIVATE EMERGING PROFESSIONALS WHO EXHIBIT THE .
KNOWLEDGE, SKILL, CHARACTER AND WORK ETHIC NECESSARY FOR SUCCESS IN THE
GLOBAL MARKETPLACE.

CORNERSTONES OF THE ACADEMIES@NMHS T —

IN ADDITION TO THE ARRAY OF CAREER-FOCUSED CURRICULA ASSOCIATED WITH EACH OF THE ACADEMIES,
THERE ARE SPECIAL FEATURES THAT FURTHER DEFINE THE ACADEMY EXPERIENCE.

+ PROFESSIONAL MENTORSHIPS

+ OPPORTUNITIES FOR DUAL CREDIT

+ ACCESS TO RESOURCES OUTSIDE SCHOOL SETTING

+ PARTNERSHIPS WITH INSTITUTIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS, SUCH AS BERGENPAC, ST. THOMAS AQUINAS

UNIVERSITY AND FARLEIGH DICKINSON UNIVERSITY
+ MASTER CLASSES, WORKSHOPS AND OTHER RELATED FIELD STUDY
+ SPECIALIZED TRIPS AND WORKSHOPS

THE EDUCATION ENDORSEMENT: ALL ACADEMIES

TEACHERS HAVE THE UNIQUE ABILITY TO PROMOTE OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL CHILDREN AND MAKE A LASTING
IMPACT, NOW AND INTO THE FUTURE. EACH OF THE THREE ACADEMIES EMBRACES A LIFELONG PASSION FOR
LEARNING, THE POSSIBILITY FOR FUTURE CAREERS IN EDUCATION, AND OFFERS OPPORTUNITIES TO INSPIRE
THE TEACHERS AND CAREGIVERS OF TOMORROW THROUGH AN ENDORSEMENT IN EDUCATION. TO NURTURE
MANY NEW MILFORD HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS’ INTEREST IN TEACHING AS A PROFESSION, STUDENTS IN ANY
OF THE ACADEMIESENMHS MAY TAKE A MINIMUM OF TWO COURSES, INCLUSIVE OF TOMORROW’S TEACHERS,
TO QUALIFY FOR THE EDUCATION ENDORSEMENT. OTHER COURSES INCLUDE EARLY CHILDHOOD
DEVELOPMENT, SOCIOLOGY, PSYCHOLOGY, AND APPROVED VHS OFFERINGS AND INDEPENDENT STUDY.

SPECIAL DIPLOMA DESIGNATION

UPON SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF CORE AND ELECTIVE COURSES IN THE ACADEMY SEQUENCE, STUDENTS
RECEIVE SPECIAL ACADEMY DESIGNATION ON THEIR HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMAS AND TRANSCRIPTS.

STUDENT PROFILE

THE SUCCESSFUL ACADEMIESENMHS STUDENT DEMONSTRATES INTEREST AND APTITUDE IN A GIVEN
CAREER-FOCUSED AREA, EXHIBITS EVIDENCE OF A SOUND WORK ETHIC, POSSESSES A RECORD OF EXEMPLARY
CONDUCT AND ATTENDANCE, AND EXPRESSES A WILLINGNESS TO IMMERSE ONESELF IN A CONCENTRATED

ADMISSIONS STANDARDS

ADMISSIONS TO THE ACADEMIES@ENMHS IS OPEN TO ALL NEW MILFORD STUDENTS. APPLICANTS ARE
REQUIRED TO SUBMIT A STATEMENT OF INTEREST SIGNED BY THE STUDENT AND THE STUDENT’S PARENTS.
APPLICANTS ARE ALSO REQUIRED TO SUBMIT WITH THEIR APPLICATION AN ESSAY DESCRIBING WHY
ENROLLMENT IN ONE OF THE ACADEMIES IS IMPORTANT TO THEM, WHAT ATTRIBUTES THEY POSSESS THAT
WILL CONTRIBUTE POSITIVELY AND PRODUCTIVELY TO THE ACADEMY COMMUNITY, WHAT THEY HAVE DONE
PERSONALLY OR THROUGH SCHOOL THAT ILLUSTRATES THEIR INTEREST, AND WHAT THEY EXPECT TO GAIN
FROM THE ACADEMY EXPERIENCE. APPLICANTS ARE ALSO ASKED TO PROVIDE A REFERENCE FROM ONE OF

THEIR CURRENT TEACHERS ENDORSING THEIR APPLICATIONS.
Page 2



THE ACADEMY OF ARTS & LETTERS

STUDIES IN THE HUMANITIES ARE lNTERDlSClPLlNARY NCL E COURSES IN LITERATURE,
CULTURAL STUDIES, HISTORY, AND THE ARTS. THE S UDY F HBBMANITIES MAY LEAD TO ANSWERS
TO COMPLEX QUESTIONS, SUCH AS, HOW DOES THE PAST INFLUENCE THE PRESENT AND THE FUTURE?
DOES LIFE IMITATE ART? WHY DO SOME TITLES, ESSAYS, SPEECHES, CHARACTERS, SONGS, FILMS,
PLAYS, AND PERFORMERS ENDURE TIME WHILE OTHERQDO NOT?™WA STUDENT IN THE ACADEMY OF
ARTS & LETTERS IS NOT JUST ONE WHO COMPLETES A SERIES OF LIBERAL ARTS COURSES, BUT ONE
WHO INVESTIGATES, THROUGH CRITICAL ANALYSIS, AND FINDS VALUE IN DIFFERING
INTERPRETATIONS, PERSPECTIVES, CULTURES, AND OPINIONS.

THERE ARE TWO CONCENTRATIONS WITHIN THE PROGRAM, HUMANITIES AND PERFORMING ARTS. A
HUMANITIES CONCENTRATION PREPARES STUDENTS FOR PROFESSIONS IN MANY FIELDS INCLUDING
BUT NOT LIMITED TO: LAW, DIPEOMACY, POLITICS, JOURNALISM, EDUCATION, LITERATURE,
PSYCHOLOGY, ACTIVISM, ENVIRONMENTALISM, AND BROADCASTING. THE PERFORMING ARTS

CONCENTRATION APPEALS TO STUDENTS WHO DEMONSTRATE TALENTS AND PASSIONS FOR THE
PERFORMING ARTS, INCLUDING .OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE PERFORMER TO USE THE PTRTIST’S OWN
BODY, FACE AND VOICE, OR USE MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, CLAY, METAL, PAINT, AND TECHNOLOGY FOR
EXPLORATION AND CREATIVE EXPRESSION.

STUDENTS INTERESTED IN THE ACADEMY OF ARTS AND LETTERS POSSESS THE DESIRE TO CREATE,
QUESTION, RESPOND, CRITIQUE AND COMMUNICATE WITH OTHERS IN WRITING, IN SPEAKING AND
THROUGH WORKS OF ART. THE PROGRAM ENCOURAGES SELF-REFLECTION, A SELF-REFLECTION
WHICH IN TURN HELPS DEVELOP PERSONAL CONSCIOUSNESS OFTEN COMBINED WITH AN ACTIVE
SENSE OF CIVIC DUTY«WA'S A CAPSTONE EXPERIENCE, WE ENTHUSIASTICALLY ENCOURAGE STUDENTS
TO REACH ACROSS DISCIPLINES AND CULTURES TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF A WORK OF
LITERATURE, A TIME PERIOD lNyORY, A FIGURE IN HISTORY OR ART, A GENRE, OR AN ARTISTIC

THE ACADEMY FOR GLOBAL LEADERSHIP

STUDIES IN THE ACADEMY FOR GLOBAL LEADERSHIP (AGL) ARE INTERDISCIPLINARY AND INCLUDE A VARIETY OF CORE
AND ELECTIVE COURSES IN BUSINESS, INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, WORLD LANGUAGES, HUMANITARIAN STUDIES, GLOBAL
PERSPECTIVES IN LITERATURE AND ETHICS. STUDENTS WITHIN THE AGL HAVE THE OPTION FOR A BUSINESS
CONCENTRATION THROUGH PARTICIPAT]ON IN A PROJECT-BASED COURSE OF STUDIES. THE GOAL OF THE AGL Is TO
PREPARE A NEW GENERATION OF=« CRrTl RS FOR EFFECTIVI%‘AND ETHICAL LEADERSHIP, READY TO ACT AS

lNTERNATlON' LL

STUDENTS IN T ACADEMY FOR GLOBAL LEADE E \ TIVE COURSES
CULTIVATING WRITTEN AND ORﬁL COMMUNICATIC , PROBLEM SOLVING, DIPLOMACY,
MULTICULTURAL SENSITIV, %’fOLERANCE ACCEP ;ﬁc@ gi‘ﬁRENCES ETWEENERITICAL AND NORMATIVE
THINKING. THERE IS AN # Els ON RESEARCH, INTERN. DY AND'DEBATE. -V.ALIg IS PLACED ON BOTH
INDIVIDUAL PROGRESS Al ¢ BORATIVE EFFORTS, q%_m-s ARE EXPOSED TO THE RIGORS AND CHALLENGES
. - 't
LOW STUDENTS TO IDENTIFY, CULTIVATE AND

NS IN MANY FIELDS INCL UT NOT
, FOREIGN AFFAIRS, ?:GL:!AGES, HUMANITARI ECONOMICS,
, LAW, POLITICS, AND JCATION.

LIMITED TO: INTERNATIONAL
PUBLIC SPEAKING, LIBRARY S

-

!
THE PROGRAM ENCOURAGES S DENTS TO THINK CRITICALLY AND REFLECTIVELY IN THE DEVELOPMEI\VIT OF «*
MULTICULTURAL AWARENESS, BUSINESS ACUMEN, ETHICAL BEHAVIOR AND ACTIVE CONTRIBUTION TO A GLOBAL
SOCIETY. AS A CAPSTONE EXPERIENCE, WE ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO REACH ACROSS DISCIPLINES AND CULTURES TO
EXERCISE THEIR LEADERSHIP CAPACITY THROUGH INDEPENDENT OR WORK-RELATED STUDY, INTERNSHIPS, NETWORKING

OR TRAVEL. Page 3



THE S. T.E.M. ACADEMY
—SCIENCE + TECHNOLOGY + ENGINEERING + MATH —

STUDIES IN THE SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND MATHEMATICS (STEM) Ac Y-ARE
INTERDISCIPLINARY IN NATURE AND INCLUDE A VARIETY OF REQUIRED COURSES AN TIVES.

ACCORDING TO BOTH THE UNITED STATES NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL AND THE NATIONAL SCIENCE
FOUNDATION, THE STEM FIELDS ARE COLLECTIVELY CONSIDERED CORE CHNOLOGJCAL UNDERPINNINGS OF
AN ADVANCED SOCIETY. IN MANY FORUMS, INCLUDING POLITICAL/GOVERNMENTAL AND ACADEMIC, THE
STRENGTH OF THE STEM WORKFORCE IS VIEWED AS AN INDICATOR OF/A NATION'S _ITY TO SUSTAIN
ITSELF. STEM STUDIES MAY LEAD TO ANSWERS TO COMPLEX QUESTIONS: WHAT IS OURWPLACE IN THE
UNIVERSE? HOW DO BIOETHICAL ISSUES IMPACT OUR SOCIETY? WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
DESIGN AND INVENTION TO HUMAN DEVELOPMENT? How D%—TEM? S‘leNES ASS US IN OUR ABILITY

TO COMPETE IN A GLOBAL SOCIETY? L ¥ (
y
A STUDENT IN THE STEM ACADEMY IS NOT JUST ONE WHO COM S A SERIES OF MATH AND SCIENCE
COURSES, BUT ONE WHO ENJOYS LEARNING THRQUGH INVESTIGA' N', SCIENTIFIC, TECHNOLOGICAL AND
|
MATHEMATICAL INQUIRY, DISCOVERY AND ANA THE STEM ACADEMY PREPARES STUDENTS FOR

PROFESSIONS IN MANY FIELDS INCLUDING B MITED TO? LOGY, ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES,
BIOCHEMISTRY, MEDICINE, ENGINEERING, A wEATI ) HITECTURE, AERONAUTICS,
STATISTICS, COMPUTER SCIENCES, FOOD S ES, AND APPLMED M ATICS. CORE AND ELECTIVE

TO THESE DISCIPLINES. THESE
PROBLEM SOLVE, CREATE,
NGS. THE GOAL FOR STEM STUDENTS IS

OFFERINGS WILL APPEAL TO STUDENTS WHO FIND THEMSELVES DRA
STUDENTS POSSESS AN INNATE CURIOSITY TO INQUIRE, INVESTIG
EXPERIMENT, APPLY, AISD—R'EIE' T«ON AND CRITIQUE THEIR FI
-\INHO POSSESS THE ABILITY TO THINK CRITICALLY AS A RESULT

TO CULTIVATE A F FUTURE LEAD >
OF DEEP ANMS. THE PROGRAMJEN AGES THE STUDENTS TO ENGAGE IN SELF-REFLECTION, WHICH
IN TURN, HELPS DEVELOP SOLID CO NT KNOWLEDGE, PERSONAL CONSCIOUSNESS, ETHICAL BEHAVIOR AND
(o]
- )

ACTIVE CONTRIBUTION O THE STE KHORCE.

AS A CAPSTONE EXPERIENCE, WE ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO REACH ACROSS DISCIPLINES AND CULTURES TO
DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF AN AREA UNDER THE STEM UMBRELLA THROUGH INDEPENDENT OR
WORK RELATED STUDY, INTERNSHIP OR TRAVEL.
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